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T. E. LAWRENCE
A STUDY IN HEROISM
A LTHOUGH the leading powers of the world
JTidirected during the four years of the Great War
all their material, scientific, and emotional resources
to violent action, this unprecedented struggle produced
no bourgeois master of action. The Great War had
no hero. On the other hand, the Russian Revolution
was guided from the start by Lenin, who has since
grown steadily in significance, not only in Soviet
Russia, but throughout the bourgeois world. Where-
ever there is a social ferment, the actions and words
of Lenin are part of it; and each year makes clearer
the fact that, as on a hinge, twentieth-century history
turns on Lenin. Hindenburg, Ludendorff, Joffire,
Jellicoe, French, Haig, Foch, Lloyd George, Wilson
and Grey are figures which grow more and more
ludicrous and petty as they recede down the tide of
time. In the twentieth century millions of deaths and
mountains of guns, tanks and ships are not enough to
make a bourgeois hero. The best they achieved was
a might-have-been, the pathetic figure of T. E.
Lawrence.
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